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but its officers on arrival at the Kocch confines flatly
refused to cross the border into a " land of witchcraft
and magic." This all goes to prove that the Kocch
people were a powerful nation and well versed in the
arts of war of those times ; but beyond these bare
military records of the Moghuls we can get at no
detailed information of these people till the reign of
Nar Narain, who flourished from 1515 on. This king,
who reigned fifty years, an exceptionally long time for
an Asiatic ruler, built what is now Cooch Behar in
substitution for the old city of Kamatapur, which had
been destroyed by the later Moghul invasions ; and
in 1546 began the long series of wars against the
rising power of the Ahoms in the extreme east of
upper Assam. Minor struggles had occurred between
the two peoples from 1332, but with Ahom power
now established, matters took a far more serious turn.
With the aid of his famous general, Silarai, the Ahoms
were worsted on the Dikrai river and at Koliabar (in
Nowgong district) ; and the following year Silarai
captured Narainpur on the north bank of the Brahma-
putra, and Nar Narain completed the great raised
roadway of 350 miles, called the Kamali Alii, connect-
ing this town, where a fort was being built, with Cooch
Behar, many parts of which are still in existence and
use. Major Hannay is of opinion, however, that a
road had existed ages before Nar Narain's reign,
which connected the old cities east of Sadiya with the
more flourishing western districts of upper Assam,
and by which pilgrims were able to visit the sacred
shrines of " Tamasari Mai " and " Bora Bhoori "
aear Sadiya. In 1562 Nar Narain again attacked the
Ahoms with such success that he captured their capital